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WELCOME SUSAN! Grass Drill for Rent 

The Stark and Billings  
Soil Conservation District  

Will be providing a 10-foot John Deere 
BD1110 grass drill for rent.  The drill rents 
for $10/acre with a $100 deposit.  The mini-

mum charge for the rental of the drill is $100 
nonrefundable.   

Please call (701) 225-3811 Ext#3 for available 
dates.   

Payment, rental agreement and map with 
acres to be seeded will be needed before  

renting. 

Susan Hepper has joined the NRCS team as an 
administrative assistant working in the Billings, Stark 
and Dunn counties.  She has worked many years in an 
administration and enjoys working within agriculture.  
Being a lifelong resident of North Dakota; she and her 
husband, Kurt Froelich(Billings/Stark County Ag 
Extension Agent) live in the county and enjoy their 
horses and cattle which are part of Froelich Legacy 

Quarter Horses 
and the Froelich 
ranch.   In her 
spare time, she 
enjoys spending 
time with her 
daughters 
Samantha, Kara 
and Kara’s 
husband Tyler. 



HANDPLANTS/
REPLACEMENT TREES 

Need handplants for 2020 spring 
planting season, please fill out      
enclosed green tree form and re-
turn to our office by October 1, 
2019.  OR order trees on line.  
Go to our website at 
starkandbillingsscd.com  

2020 TREE PLANTING  
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN MACHINE PLANTING 
TREES NEXT SPRING CONTACT THE OFFICE  

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO SCHEDULE  
AN APPOINTMENT 

 CALL  701-225-3811 Ext#3  
OR STOP IN ANYTIME.  



Planning for EQIP 

Another summer is nearly gone and harvest is right around the corner.  However, if you are a current EQIP or 
CSP contract holder, you need to keep in mind that you must get your practice(s) installed by the   schedule 
noted in your contract to remain in compliance with your contract obligations.     There are a lot of practices 
that still need to be installed prior to freeze up.  Please notify the NRCS office at 225-3811   Ext #3 prior to 
the installation of any practice.  We want to make sure the practice(s) will be installed to meet our NRCS 
standards and specification and to make sure all necessary field visits and paperwork is completed prior to 
installation.  Feel free to contact the office if you have any questions and/or changes in your operation. 

Attention All EQIP and CSP Contract Holders 

   The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is accepting applications  for 2020 EQIP 
(Environmental Quality Incentives Program) 
funding source  to help producers improve water 
and air quality, build healthier soil, improve 
grazing land, conserve energy, and achieve  
other environmental benefits. EQIP  provides  
financial assistance for a variety of conservation 
activities, such as cover crops, no-tillage,      
nutrient management, tree and grass plantings, 

livestock watering systems, rotational grazing systems and much more.  Sign up now 
to beat the fall deadline and allow for adequate time to complete the conservation 
planning process.  Please contact the NRCS office with any questions or to set up a 
field visit at 701-225-3811 Ext#3. 
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The recreation season is upon us, 
as is the potential for increased 
occurrences of harmful algal blooms.  

Harmful Algal Blooms  
A harmful algal bloom (HAB) is not 
only uninviting but also potentially 
harmful. Typically, a HAB is an 
overgrowth of cyanobacteria (blue-
green algae) in surface water. 
Cyanobacteria are microscopic 
organisms found in all types of 
water. They are more like bacteria 
than plants, but because they live in 
water and use sunlight to create food 

2018 HAB at Lake Ashtabula.

(photosynthesis), they are often called 
“blue-green algae.”

Cyanobacteria are important to 
freshwater ecosystems because they 

make oxygen as a by-product of 
photosynthesis, and they are a food 
source for other organisms. 

The Harmful in HABs
Under certain environmental 
conditions, cyanobacteria can 
multiply quickly and form a bloom. 
Some species of cyanobacteria 
produce cyanotoxins that  are 
released when the  cells die and 
rupture.  The toxins can cause  harm 
to people, wildlife, livestock, pets, 
and  aquatic life. Almost every year 
in North Dakota, a few cases of 

pet and livestock 
deaths occur due to 
drinking water with 
HABs. Additional 
effects of HABs 
include:
• Blocking sunlight

needed for other
aquatic organisms

•

•

Raising treatment
costs for public
water supply
systems and
industries
Depleting
dissolved oxygen

as the algae dies off, resulting in fish 
kills

Specific human health effects are:
• Allergic-like reactions

• Skin rashes
• Eye irritation
• Gastroenteritis
• Respiratory irritation
• Neurological effects

What to Look For—What to Do
HABs can range in appearance from 
looking like grass clippings in the 
water to a thick, blue-colored mat.

If you suspect a HAB is occurring, call 
the Watershed Management Program 
and/or use the online reporting tool at 
https://deq.nd.gov/WQ/3_Watershed_
Mgmt/8_HABs/HABsReporting/.

2016 HAB on a central North Dakota lake.

For More Information 
To learn more about HABs, please visit 
www.deq.nd.gov or contact the North 
Dakota Department of Environmental 
Quality’s Watershed Management 
Program at 701-328-5210.

Environmental
Quality

North Dakota WATER     June 2019 23




