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Ty Nordby has gone above and beyond not
only in assisting producers within in his
county but those around him. His
mentoring to other SCD offices hasn’t gone
unnoticed by staff and the local SCD
Boards. Ty Nordby has guided both old and
new employees within Area V in
conservation planning, program
components along with being a shoulder to
navigate through SCD operations. Ty has
hosted several workshops and educational
events within the county and neighboring
SCD’s. His tenacious commitment to the
producers of the Stark and Billings counties
is to be commended and we are grateful to
recognize the work Ty has done.

The ND Association of Soil Conservation Districts acknowledge
—Ty Nordby —
District Technician of the Stark and Billings Soil Conservation District
with this year’s 2025 District Employee Award.




The OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD for the Stark and Billings
Soil Conservation District is the Perry Tescher Ranch .

The Stark and Billings Soil Conservation District
selected the Perry Tescher Ranch, South of Medora,

as their 2025 achievement winner. The ranch
located in the beautiful badlands, keeps the
grasslands in good condition using a prescribed
grazing system for the yearling heifers. Perry’s
grazing management plans support the miles of
cross fencing with wells and tanks. His grazing
plans also included monitoring nutritional status of
livestock using the NUTBAL Pro System and
rotation of supplement and feeding areas. Perry

along with Melanie and his grandson, Kai, are

working on removing the invasive rocky mountain

juniper trees to improve the overall native plant diversity, improving the rangeland health and vigor. It also

improves the availability of water for native plants.




Achievement Recipients

Tree Award
Terry & Michele Keithley

Terry first got into planting trees for wildlife habitat, but it
has turned into his hobby. After purchasing his place in
2008, he has planted over 7 miles of trees. He also planted
over 5 miles in Hettinger & Slope counties. Terry spends
countless hours planting, removing and weeding trees.
When his daughter heard about the tree award, she said he
is well deserving of this award. With tree spades, Terry can
move trees around to other places if they are planted to
close together or need more room to grow.

Farmstead Award
Ronald & Georgia Obritsch

Ron and Georgia Obritsch from SW of Dickinson,
maintain a very organized and well-kept farmyard.
After getting married in 1975 they planted many
trees by hand around the farmstead. All these trees
were planted in hard, heavy gumbo, but pampering
trees like kids, their hard work paid off. With
Georgia’s green thumb and creativity, they
designed a very decorative farmyard. Ron and
Georgia enjoy trees and gardening with all kinds of
flowers, vegetables and fruits. Ron’s favorite pass
time is driving up the hillin his side by side to
oversee the farmstead and countryside.

Partner in Conservation Award
Dakota Cover Crop & Forage
Lonnie & Tyler Neuberger

Lonnie & Tyler Neuberger take pride in having the inventory
you need. They stock over 45 species of cover crops and 50
species of introduced grasses, native grasses and forbs.

They work with NRCS, Land Reclamations, DOT, BLM and
other agencies plus many producers/landowners. Dakota
Cover Crop is our partner in conservation. They assist our
producers and landowners with their mixtures to plant grass
or cover crops.




2025 “ Make A Splash” Water Festival — April 10-11, 2025 — 459 students atteneded
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Land & Livestock Forum
28th Annual AG Forum was held on January 15th, 2025




2025 TREE PROGRAM -

Tree Planting crews machine planted 239,500
linear feet of trees in Stark & Billings Counties.

Weed Barrier crew applied 397,905 feet of black
fabric in Stark, Billings, Dunn & Adams
Counties.

Ty Nordby received a backpack
for his 5 years of service to the

Board of Supervisors: Norris Marx, Robert Wock, Bonnie Twogood, District Manager
Stark & Billings Soil Conserva- Jessica O’Brien, Dean Baar and Clint Diede. Ty Nordby, District Technician
tion District. Erin Miller, District Technician

Robots with ND Soil Conservation District’s in the Western
Watershed Map side of the state joined for an Area V SCD

Meeting on October 23, 2025.

The group was shown the awesome learning
tool from Gateway to Science on North
Dakota Watersheds, aquatic nuisance
species and the impacts they have, how they
can spread and what we can do to prevent

or slow spreading.

One can drive the Sphero RVR robots and
explore the ND’s main drainage basins on
the 20 ft x 30 ft Map of the North Dakota

Woatersheds.




2025 Awards Banquet

He was the great conservation
president. He was excited to
present the awards to our

Theodore Roosevelt

our 26th President of the
United States joined us for our
conservation awards banquet.

conservation award winners.

2025 STATE AWARDS BANQUET

o Perry Tescher Ranch

was recognized and commended for
their stewardship at the North Dakota
Association of Soil Conservation
Districts 2025 Annual Convention in

Bismarck on December 3rd.

Ty accepted the tree Perry and
awards for Stark & Melanie
Billings Soil e
Conservation District tori

for the most trees S oro'les on
planted and the most oy
weed barrier fabric successes
applied in the state on the
for the 2025 tree ranch.
season.




